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THE TEXT OF THE ARTHASASTRA

By D D KOSAMBI,
Tata Institute of Fundamental Research

The discovery of the Pitan Bhandar palm leaf fragments (dated
on palacographic grounds at about the 12th century A D) was
the first real step forward in the textual problem of the Arthasestra
smce the appearance of printed editions’ based on southern texts
Acarya €n Jinavjaya Munt has made the new material avaiable to
all scholars, and hightened their future labours, by this comparatve
edition of the Pitan folios The actual text fragment covers the
whole of the first book (aditharane) except the very begimng,
the first six chapfers of the second, and substantial portions of
27 and 210 Here, the gloss 15 1n the form of minuscule notes.
on the margmn by several different hands The other part with
the commentary of Yogghama extends, with lacunae, only over the
first three chapters of book two and the opemng of 24 Nevertheless,
the importance of the materal s far greater than its relative
extent, because substantial contmbutions are made thereby not
only to the problem of the 4 transmussion, but to Indian textual
cnticism 1n general

1. To consider minor pomnts first The author’s personal name,
also prescrved by the later drama Mudreralsasa, seems to have been
Vismugupta Canakya 15 presumably the patronymuc, the possible
canucction of this appellation with a Conalarqjanite reported in the
Tibetan Tanjur® is not elear  The gotra name by which the brahmun
author would be known outside Ins gens was generally taken as Kau-
tilya, and the gotra name survives 1n that form today®* However, T

1) Fustediton of R Shama Sastry Mysore 1909, 2nd edition, 1319 Srd 1924
By T Ganapat Sastrr Trivandrum 19°3-5, {1n three parts with a commen
tary, Trandrum Sansknit Sertes, ™9, 80, 8°) J Jolly and R. Schmidt,
Labkore 1923-5 The fne German translation by J J Meyer, Leipzig 1926
deseres special mention

2) Inthe Tanjur Catalogue by M Lalou, but no analysis of the speafic text 1s

available to me

J Bmugh The early brahmanical system of g tra and prarara (the Gotra-pra

vara~ma~jars of Purutottama) Cambndge 1953, pp 82, 8, 96 ( Bhrgus ),

10,109 (Gautamas), a Kulkarnl famly wath this gotra was reported by

V T Shete § Xa lay reatya Hidiyand 1o e hmapimes gotrdrali {sn

Maritht), “ad od {Poona 1951) p 33

3)



: (2)

Gapapati Sistri showed that the correct form should be Kautalya,
and adopted it for his own edition (beyond the initial fascicules).
The Patan folios resolve the question by writing the name uniformly
as Kautalya, which is also a strong variant in the Mysore edition, and
must be taken hereafter as definitively established. The change in
orthography was due, in all probability, to obsolescence of the rare
name, and a false derivation from ute=crooked, an adjective that
could easily be applied to the author’s writings from the point of view
of later nits morality.

Similarly, the discovery is not without significance for the problem
of authenticity, which scholars like Keith* have disputed with acrid
and even rabid expression of views, in theological intensity. A set of
folios, even of the 12th century, that comes to light in Rijasthin or
Gujarit, cannot disprove the arbitrary conjecture that the work
was forged in the name of the Magadhan chancellor by some Western
Indian upstart, say about 300 A, D. However, the actual glosses make
Keith’s view even more unlikely than before. Not only does the
codex prove the antiquity of the Kautalyan tradition, but the glossa-
tors are shown by their vocabulary to be Jains and Buddhists, The
late 12th century was so full of upheavals in the North, due primarily
to the steady advance of Muslim religious and military penetration,
that such a work could most plausibly have been brought from some
distant, peripheral vikdre (like Jagaddala} on the verge of extinction,
by scholars who preferred coming south to exile in Nepal or Tibet.
Had it been a local effort in Western India, we shoud have expected
more copies  Neither Buddhists nor Jains could have had any reason
to adopt a forgery of about 300 A. D. as genuine, whatever a brahmin

scholar might have done.

The much-discussed Sukrants which some insist upon taking as a
document of the Gupta period (in spite of five references to gunpow.
der, and a good formula for its preparation), is nothing but a 19¢h
century forgery by Oppert’s Sanskrit pandits at the Presidency Colle-
ge, Madras. For this information, I am wmdebted to Prof, v, Ragha-
van. At least, the Patan fragments arc a guarantee against such
recent provenance for the Arth,

. £). Keith: 4 hetory of Sanskrat Iiterature, Oxford, 1928 (phow-repnnt, 1941),
pp. WU 458-62, see also, Jollys preface to the Lahore edition, and M.
W . Kichis des Indischen L + 3518 T, for doubts as to the
authenticity; sec also note 8, below.




(%)

2. The critical Mohabhdrats Proleg of V. 8. Sukthankar®,
followed by W. Ruben’s® critical sample-survey for the Rimdyana, show
what happened in India to great popular narratives, In general, the
North preserves a shorter version without regard to grammatical
polish and Paninian rules, while the South inflates and rearranges in
the interest of logic. In particular, the Kadminin the North and
Malayalam in the South often preserve archaic readings. For smaller
works preserved in numerous copies and local versions, my own work
on Bhartrhari’s cpigrams yiclds somewhat different results, when due
allowance is made for the formlessness of verses collected by different
redactors without the logical nexus of a story or drama. The South
again shows logical rearrangement and rigid attention to syntax; North
presents growth by accretion but preserves archaisms.

Arth. provhern s not suniiar.  The otk ww Tever pupdan in
any sense of the word, being at first a special treatisc for princes and
their high councillars, and later a rare book studied only by the most
erudite, ¢.9. Dandin, Bina, and Rijasekhara. Most of the technical
terms had become obscure long before the commentators came upon
the scene, though some (like the verb aparak ) now reflect a remar-
kable light because of the Adokan edicss. Inany case, the work is
represented by very few copies and was, indeed, lost completely till
1905. All southern MSS (including those in Kerala, Adyar, Mysore
and in Europe) seem to derive from a single original, which could
not have been the Patan text,

The immediate peculiarities of transcription are not very infor-
mative. The southerners often interchange the prefixes apo and ave
without substantial change in the meaning. ‘The northern folios have

-some local peculiarities such as an occasional Pardsara for *sara. North
contains somewhat more matter for the same portion than South.
Somc of this can be explained (as perhaps in 1.19=p. 46) by a
marginal gloss having entered into a later copy of the text. The
explanation is not too attractive, for the Arth.  (and in imitation the
later Kamasiitra of Vatsyiyana) combines sitra maxims in 2 running
text with brief bhdsya type explanations.

The largest additions in Jinavijayaji’s text are of 51 granthas in
1.9 plus a tag anusup at the end; 7} slohas in tag verses at the end of

5 o,

2.2; three granthas or so in 2.3,  The remaining differences are of &

5). V.S, Sukthackar Memorial Elition (Bombay, 1938) vol I, pp. 10-140, from
$is edition of the JAdi-parvan, {BORI, entical edinon, tol. 1, Poons, 1933 ).

). W.Ruben: Studien sur Textyrwchi-hte des Bumiyrce (Stuttgart, 1933),
also, the Bhartrhari edution by 1. D, Kosambi, Singhi Jain Series no. 23,

Sec
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word or phrase scattcred at random The additional matter in the
North cannot generally be explained by such 1nflation, nor the occa-
sional word or phrase m the southern {printed} texts mussing 1 these
pume-leaf finds  To cut short the discusston 1t seems to me that the
dwergence can best be explaned by long negleot and progressive dying out of
the tradition ‘That1s, most copyists were not ignorant professional
scribes but scholars of abihity who changed as Iittle as possible  But
they were totally unnble to comprehend the forgotten technical terms
and fundamentally different soctal structure of a vamshed epoch, and
there were so few of them that the occasional loss of 2 word, phrase,
or short passage n each transcription was not compensated by any
matter added by mustake  This applies both to North and South.
The man reason the northern copy contamns a httle more 1s that 1t 1s
older The Southerners had at least six centuries more of recopying
1n which to accumulate the slow losses  Had the work been popular,
or obligatory reading (hke Punini’s grammar) no such loss would
have occurred

3 By substantiating most of the readings of the list of contents m
11, the new discovenes pernmt inner criticsm which reveals losses 1
the text very much greater than might have been estumated by the
direct comparnison of the surviving textual matter 1n the portion covered
by the Northern folios  The o mted Arth teat nould hrve to he augmented
Ly about tuenty five percent i order fo veuch the origmal extent of the worl

This conclusion poimnts n the same direction as comparative
study of the codices, but 1t has a totally different basis  The hst of
contents gives the extent of the whole work as 15 books (adlu/arana }
1n 180 sections ( pralarana } or 150 chapters (adhy s ), and 6000 slokas
The last cannot refer to the actual stanzas found n the book The
word sloka must here be tahen with T Ganapat: Sastra as the grantha
umt of 2 syllables  Such 1s the umform practice of early scribes in
descrabing their copy  The stray awsstup quorters one can prh out
of the Arth text come from the genius of the Sanshnt Janguage and
not from a lost metrical onginal, as some would hke to believe The
round number 6000 may be suspected but, at worst, 1t ought to be a
reasonable estimate made by counting every letter on a few sample?
folios, whether of the onginal composition, or of the archetype of the
defimtive redaction  The possibility that a rough grws tha count, had
at some time been made for the whole work 1s not entirely to be exclu-
ded Even Dandimn, 1 the final chapter of s Dasakumaracartam
refers to Gwnakya's précis of dandanits written for the Maurya as being
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6000 slohas in cxtent; so the traditional count is old, and no variant
known. That Dandin was referring to the Arth, is amply proved by
his exact quotations from the Arth. in Vihirabhadra’s raillery about
the rigorous discipline imposed upon the king’s daily life-not to speak
of numerous other phrases inspired by, when not picked out from,
the dreh,

In counting the text, the question still remains of changes in the
number of syllables due to the chapter headings, colophons, variant
readings and samdhi not rigidly enforced. The Patan folios, and the
custom of other M8S of the oldest known periods show that a chapter
would have had a colophon, butno rubric. The colophons of the
Patan text arc always shorter than those of the printed editions. A
rough (unchecked) count, syllable by syllable, of Shimasastry’s (3rd)
Mysore edition gives 4640 slokas, including the colophons, but not
the chapter headings. The combined error from all the causes men-
tioned above, and from miscounting, would be less than 200 such
grantha units, in either dircction.

To compare results with the traditional scribe’s estimate, the
counts were taken of 747 of the pages in the same edition. Alternate
half-letters not combined in a ligature were counted to give a slight
overestimate, simply to allow for the same tendency in a professional
copyist paid by the amount of work done. The estimate thus obtained
was 4762 slokas of 32 syllables each, with a standard deviation of 208,
A scribe’s estimate from his manuscript would have been more acce
urate than from the printed pages. The manuscripts write the text
continuously where as the modern publication separates the words
within the line, and further breaks up the text into small paragraphs,
sometimes of half a line, so that the variation per page (in this work
at least) is decidedly greater than from folio to folio of 2 manuscript.
Any codex would continue with a gap of much less than a Jine when
a chapter or a book ended, where the printed drth, texts leave more
space, insert headings and colophons in different types. The deficit
of about 1200 granthas is not to be denied. The difference is much

too great to be explained by a miscount in antiquity.

The deficit in the 4rfh. text can actually be taken as another
argument in support ofits general (overall) authenticity. Any forger
wonld have been careful to give full measure. The original text
seems to have leaked away over the centuries, for lack of application
to current administrative problems. The result is that small bits have
disappeared {rom every portion. In a late document, a defect of the
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magnitude we have just measured would have arisen mamly from
mussing fohios, which means that the gaps would be long, connected
passages At no place does the surviving Northern text show a fobo-
size difference from the southern

4 It does not reduce our difficulties 1 any way to note that
even the, cnumeration by sections does not comade 1 North and
South  The Northern text actually lists a total of 184 sectional titles
though the number 1s given as 189 The hst agrees i books 1, 4-6,
8,11-12, and 15 North contains 8 more 1n book 2, two more 1o
book 14, one each 1n 7 and 10, 1t contawns one less than the South in
each of books 8, 9,and 13 The southern total 1s, therefore, accura-
tely 180 sections  The difference anses primanly by combining two
adyacent sections, or subdividing a long title  The onginal scribe had
completely omtted the contents of the fifth bool 1n the Patan foltos
of 11, this has been entered on the margin 1 muscule by another
hand One hitherto unknown sectional title n the second book 1s
allegible on the northern folios of 11, the seventh book contains one
and the fourteenth two more new ones, not found i the South  Just
bow much additional matter these might have yrelded cannot now be
conjectured, but one could not reasonably expect more than 2.0
granthas, 1f ;ndeed these sections really had a separate existence

It 1s possible to show by mternal cnticsm that mussing psesages
are indicated 1n certain contexts St ry’s mdisp ble word-
index to the Arth (3 vol , Mysore 1924-25) records 78 places where
the author refers to himself wath the specific emphasis 1t Aautalyah
‘The reason for this underlining of Ius own name 1s clear, because the
adjoiming text cites other authorities of the science either by name, or
together n a group as ty acuryah and the opinion qualified with Kau-
talya’s name differs from the others in important particulars, or cont-
radicts them ali flatly Only 1n three of the 78 cases does s Aaufalyah
oceur without any other acaryc or contrary views in context e
presumption 1s therefore very strong that 1n these three cases (namely
mn 34,7 1o, and 18 4), some other opimons have been lost from the
onginal compositton  That the name of an authonty, even of Kau-
talya humself, could drop out along with the maxim 35 proved by the
sentences reported as additive vanants to Shamasastry’s text of 81
and 8 2 (pp 324, 325 of hus edition ), the extra quotations appear as
part of the man text 1n the edition by T Gaovapati Sastrn  Thus pre-
cisely tllustrates my thesis that the text has been steadily whittled
down by madyertent negligence 1 successne transcription
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One of these rare, sohitary Kautalya citations does not appear 1in
Shimasastry’s ndex namely, that m 17, However, 1t occurs m that
part of the Southern text which 15 covered also by the Northern frag-
ment, and 15 well worth discussing for that reason In 17, thesou-
thern texts agree in giving the sentence artha eva pradhanah b Kauta-
Iyahk, arthemulaw b dharma-hamav e North drops out the first half,
before our semicolon, nesther version fits the context at all well The
it here indicates what 15 left of a gquotation, so that South 15 more
plausible, but the source maght not be Kautalya lumself The phrase
after the sermcolon appears again 1 8 3, but as part of a quotation
from the Parasara school, to which Kautalya 1s there strongly opposed,
1t 18 etted anonymously as a type of maxim in 151 The text that
precedes the quotation n 1 7 absolutely requires (and appears digjoin-
ted for lack of) some discussion of dharma, arthe, and kama, (say
cthics, econommucs, crotics J1a relation to each other In both North
and South, haplography 1s indicated, the seribe’s eye must have
jumped to the word artha repeated further on  The mark of such a
happening indicates that very few manuscnpts of the work existed at
that ume  Tlus ilustrates once agamn the effect of long disuse and
fading away of the level headed, frankly treacherous, and realistic
theory of pre feudal statecraft

One may feel tempted to make a smmlar conjecture about the
tenth book, where 1t seems to me that tactical considerations patty
asverathahastharman are not sufficiently developed in the southern
text that now survaives  The main reason would be that the structure
and purpose of the army changed The word patt: means the heavy-
armed soldier of the line, a hoplite, 1n the 4sh | but a composite squad
wm later works New tactical umits such as the gulme (which only
means thicket or wharfin the 4rth ) made up of combined arms were
used also for pohieing the countrymde from Satavahana fimes This
has been argued elsewhere® The only guide we have at present out-
side the text atself 1s Kamandak’s Nuwsarta®, written under the
mnfluence, of Canakya’s work  But thus 15 rather dangerous as a gmde
because both tone and content show how the basis of society

7) DD K b1 The P; graba of the Mahabh
110-117

, vol 66, 1945, pp
8) D D Kosambi I trod shion o the study of Indan hwstory {Bombay, 1956),
PP 216-8, for the Arth state, ibid pp 199 226

Vtwirs of Kimandali ed T Gapapat Sistrs, Trvandrum Sanskrat Seres,
No 14 (1912)

9)



(8) :

and of the state had developed, and the extent to which the great
Magadhan arthasdstre tradition had fallen into desuetude. The
trivial verses variously ascribed to Cinakya under the titles : Canalya-
nttisare, vrddha-Canakya etc. mark the penultimate stage to complete
oblivion,

It may at least be said that Muni Jinavijayaji’s edition, even of
50 tiny a portion of the Northern text, will be a stimulus to the internal
criticism of the Arth; atask very well worth the attempt and one
which must scon be undertaken.
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